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Stay connected with us by liking our  

Facebook pages ñNative Village of 

Afognakò and ñDig Afognakò  to keep up 

to date with events ! 

 
See CHAIR , Page 2 

C 
ama'i fellow tribal members: 
 On September 22nd, NVA held its most recent annual meeting and  
election. Quyanaasinaq to all tribal members who attended the meeting and voted. I'd 

also like to say quyanaa to Kari Sherod for putting her name in for the election; I hope you  
continue trying as it was a close race this year.  Congratulations to my fellow Council  
members, Jim Dunham and Malia Villegas for getting re-elected and quyanaa to my fellow 
Council members for electing me as your new chairman, I look forward to the opportunity to 
serve you this year.  
 Iõd like to say a special quyanaa to Loretta Nelson for serving as NVA's chairman for 
the past seven years and I look forward to working with her as vice-chair this next year. I  
appreciate her mentorship and will strive to do as good a job as she has done in the chair  
position. 
 For those of you who may not know me, I am the daughter of Arthur Olsen,  
granddaughter of Hans and Gladys (Gregorioff) Olsen. I grew up in Seattle, WA, but Kodiak 
has been my home for the last 24 years. I am married to Ken Christiansen, a commercial fisherman from the village of Old  
Harbor, and have two children, Cole and Mekenna, who have grown up in Kodiak. I work in local government for the Kodiak 
Island Borough at the Borough Manager's office as Grant Writer/Special Projects Support. 

Chairman, Meagan Christiansen 

 

 

Can you identify the people 

featured in this photo? If you 

can, email your answer to  

taletha@afognak.org.  

If you are the first to answer 

correctly,  

you will receive a prize. 

  

 

¶ Monday & Tuesday December 24-25, 2018  

in observance of  the Christmas Holiday 

¶ Tuesday January 1, 2019  

in observance of New Yearõs Day 

¶ Monday January 14, 2019  

in observance of Martin Luther King Jr. Day 

¶ Monday February 18, 2091  

in observance of Presidentsõ Day 



 I am in my third term as an NVA council member and have been the vice-chair since fall of 2013. I have 
learned a lot about tribal government and native concerns. I have especially enjoyed getting to know more of you, the 
tribal members, your families and your stories. Meeting you has given me the opportunity to make new friends, learn 
more about my own family and culture and has helped to give me perspective when working with the council to make 
decisions and advocate on behalf of our tribal members. 
 A few of my goals as chair this next year are to provide strong support to the Council, our Tribal  

Administrator and staff; to be more directly involved in networking with other tribes and native organizations; and to build more 
relationships with tribal members. 
 Please feel free to contact me at meagan@afognak.org or 907-539-4323 to share any concerns, questions, or ideas you 
may have about our Tribe.  And if you see me in person, please feel free to stop me and say hello. 

CHAIR, Continued  from Page 1 

The Von Scheele Sisters:   

Memories of Russian Town 

òéThe story of the Von Scheele family 

is part of the story of Old Afognak  

village.  Eunice, now a widow living in 

Kodiak, is a well-known figure, a basket 

weaver known throughout the State.  

Her sister, Enola, Euniceõs elder by 

several years, is an equally gifted artist, 

but her creations from shells and  

natural objects are rarely seen outside 

her small home in a sequestered cove 

near Whale Pass.  The compound of 

reddish wooden structures, including a 

banya and a cabin for hunters, is  

situated on Afognak near the site of the 

old village.  Though both were  

educated outside the state and became 

teachers, they have sought divergent 

life paths as adults.  Their memories 

differ and intertwine with those of their 

twelve sisters and brothers, and with 

other villagers in the process of  

creating a meaningful past.  òThese 

things are from my memory,ó Eunice 

recounted to me in her Kodiak home 

overlooking the crowded boat harbor. 

Eunice has often described the night of 

her birth in the complex cultural world 

of Afognak village.  It was a cold  

Russian Christmas in 1907 and the 

thick Spruce forests blanketing 

Afognak Island were covered with 

snow.  She didnõt expect that the baby 

would come, but it seemed a nice time 

to spend quietly with her husband, 

Herman.  Perhaps remembering his 

early Christmas celebrations, he settled 

in with a Swedish book for the evening.  

Eulaviaõs mother, Periscovia  

Gregorioff, known to all as 

òBabushkaó, the village mid-

wife, left with the children, 

enjoying their wonder at the 

mystery and drama of the Christmas 

liturgyé.After the mass, they filtered 

past the stern icons, now draped with 

flowers, out into the still night.  As they 

approached the house with eager steps, 

the sounds of a childõs cry filled the air.  

In Babushkaõs absence, Herman Von 

Scheele had helped bring his daughter 

into the world.  He chose the name, 

one he recalled from his early life in 

Sweden.  She was to be called Eunice. 

 

Excerpt from: 

Knowing Women:  Narratives of Healing and 

Traditional Life Kodiak Island, Alaska 

By:  Joanne Burke Mulcahy 

ALUTIIQ CHRISTMAS FAMILY TREE ART PROJECT 

Supplies:  

Multi colored construction paper 

White Paper 

Scissors  

Glue 

Markers  

Instructions: 

1. cut tree branches  

(shown in figure 1)  

 

2. cut 7ð10 long strips,  

different length to form  

your tree.  

(shown in figure 2) 

  

3. cut out  a star  

for the top of your tree 

 

4. cut out rectangles for  

2 sets of place names  

(shown in figure 3) 

 

5. use key to label  

your place names 

 

6. add your family's nameôs

(shown in figure 4) 

Key 

I : Gui 

Mom : Maamaq 

Dad : Taataqa 

Sister : Alqaq 

Brother : Aningaaq 

Grandmother : Paapuska 

Grandfather : Tetuska 

 

GUI 

TAATAQA MAAMAQ 

PAAPUSKA 
PAAPUSKA 

TETUSKA 
TETUSKA 

Figure 1  Figure 3 

 

Figure 2 

TETUSKA TETUSKA 

PAAPUSKA PAAPUSKA 

MAAMAQ 

Figure 4 

Long Scarves  

    

Neoprene Tote Bags 

    

Unlined Tote Bags 

    

Lined Tote Bags 

    

Crab Hoodies  

    

Leggings  

  

Tank/Crop Tops  

    

Kimonos  

  

Makeup Bags  

    

Pillowcases  

    

Headbands  

    

Thermal Tumblers  

    

Journals  

    

Towels   

    

Wrap Skirts  

  

Flare Skirts  

   

iPhone cases  

    

Samsung phone cases    

During this holiday season, make sure to come to our office and check out our items for sale.  

If you do not live in Kodiak, or do not have access to our office, you can order from our website  

http://artofwhere.com/artists/native-village-of-afognak 

2 017 marked NVAõs first ever Agõwanermiut Liitut higher education scholarships; to date we  have given out three scholarships. 2018 Fall Semester Recipient was Teri Schneider, awarded 

$1,000. 

 Are you an enrolled member of NVA attending post-secondary school? If so, youõll be 

happy to know that Koniag Education Foundation (KEF) and NVA have teamed up to make  

applying for your scholarships as easy as possible. Our goal is to streamline the application process 

to help students maximize their scholarship funding. 

 NVA scholarship applications should be from students currently in an accredited  

post-secondary program, either part- or full-time. We will be awarding a special $1,000 scholarship 

and future awards will coincide with KEFõs Special Scholarship application open March 2, 2019 

and the deadline is June 1, 2019. All applications can be submitted through KEF. 

Teri Schneider 

*Using Northern Dialect* 

mailto:meagan@afognak.org




http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:42%20section:4368b%20edition:prelim)
http://uscode.house.gov/view.xhtml?req=(title:42%20section:4368b%20edition:prelim)
https://cfda.symplicity.com/index?s=program&mode=form&tab=step1&id=fbababe4f02f9767ebbc7f4de65015e7









